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A N I M A R H Y T H M

INSTRUMENTAL SKILLS

AU CLAIR DE LA LUNE

L.I. - To be able to perform a piece of music from notation, with accurate rhythm and pitch. To be able 
to work as part of a team.

♪ If your chimebars are not already coloured, colour enough for one set per pair of children as shown 
below . The piece will work with any of the arrangements of letters shown below .

♪ Settle the class . Show them the first printout of ‘Au Clair de la Lune’ and start by asking if they can 
identify any of the animals from the choice in the corner . (Mouse and spider) .

♪ As you identify them, place the corresponding picture cards above each of the rhythms .
♪ Once you have identified all of the animals, clap and say the sequence of animals .
♪ Some children may recognise the tune just from the rhythm .
♪ Repeat, but this time clap and say the colours . (Remember to keep a steady beat) .
♪ Demonstrate the tune on chimebars or glockenspiel .
♪ Invite a volunteer to try .
♪ Divide the class into pairs and ask them to label themselves: ‘Player 1’ and ‘Player 2’ (or however they 

wish to identify themselves) and assign them a set of chimebars . Practise in pairs .
♪ Stop from time to time and ask a pair to perform for the rest of the class . (Insist that the rest of the 

class put their equipment down and listen to the performing pair) .
♪ At the end of the lesson, perform as a whole class .
♪ When they are working in pairs, encourage the child who is not playing to ‘act as the teacher’ and point 

to the notes and say the animals and/or colours as they play .

30 min

RESOURCES
♪ Large printout 

of ‘Au Clair de 
la Lune’ .

♪ Pre-coloured 
chimebars, 
glockenspiels or 
xylophones .

♪ Audio Track 1 .

TEACHER’S NOTES / Date     _ Assessment / Extension / Links
♪  A good opportunity to assess reading, rhythm and pitch differentiation .
♪  If the class can play it confidently, you may wish to stretch them, divide the 

class into two groups and challenge them to play it as a round, with the 
second group starting when the first group have reached the beginning of 
the second bar .


